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Scientist Professional Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 3, 2011
1100–1300 (EDT)
Toll-Free Number:
1-877-691-9937

Pass code:

4549026
Chief Scientist Officer and 2010/11 SciPAC Voting Members
	Rank
	Name
	Role
	Present

	CAPT
	Williams-Fleetwood, Sharon
	Chief Scientist Officer
	Yes

	CDR
	Newland, Matthew
	Chair
	Yes

	CDR
	Abe, Karon
	Vice Chair; Rules & Membership Chair
	Yes

	LCDR
	Boehmer, Tegan
	Executive Secretary
	Yes

	CAPT
	Nelle, Timothy
	COF Liaison
	Excused

	CDR
	Aponte, Boris
	Mentoring Chair
	Yes

	CDR
	Avchen, Rachel
	Category Day Co-Chair
	Yes

	CDR
	Bensyl, Diana
	Immediate Past Chair
	Yes

	CDR
	Eaton, Danice
	Website Chair
	Yes

	LCDR
	Facey, Judy
	Billets and Direct Access Liaison
	Yes

	CDR
	Guo, Wei
	
	Yes

	LCDR
	Hu, Sally
	Career Development Chair
	Excused

	LCDR
	Kenney, James
	Awards Chair
	Excused

	LCDR
	Murphy, Matthew
	Category Day Chair
	Excused

	CAPT 
	Murry, Michael
	Recruitment, Retention & Readiness Chair
	Yes

	CDR
	Novak, Ryan
	Policy Review Chair
	Yes

	CDR 
	Robbins, Nisha
	Visibility Chair
	Excused

	LCDR
	Seo, Paul
	Recruitment, Retention & Readiness Co-Chair
	Excused

	LCDR 
	Sram, Jacqueline
	
	Excused

	CDR
	Zhang, Yi
	Science Chair
	Yes

	Other SciPAC Roles held by Nonvoting Members

	CAPT
	Moffett, Daphne
	SciPAC Historian
	No

	CDR
	Newman, Sara
	COA Liaison
	Excused

	LCDR
	Schobitz, Richard
	PSYPAG Liaison
	Yes

	LCDR
	Toblin, Robin
	JOAG Liaison
	Yes


Participation by Nonvoting Scientist Officers
	Rank
	Participant
	Agency
	Present

	CAPT
	Adekoya, Nelson
	CDC
	Yes

	CAPT
	Benally, Christine J. 
	HHS
	Yes

	CAPT
	Daugherty, Jon 
	FDA
	Yes

	CDR
	Dobmeyer, Anne C. 
	DoD
	Yes

	CDR
	Dutton, Samuel S.
	DHS
	Yes

	CDR
	Glover, Maleeka 
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Bennett, Marco 
	FDA
	Yes

	LCDR
	Carroll, Diana D.
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Clingman, Chekesha S. 
	FDA
	Yes

	LCDR
	Davidson, Bryan 
	DoD
	Yes

	LCDR
	Dee, Deborah 
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Frazer, Nicole L. 
	DoD
	Yes

	LCDR
	Geissler, Aimee 
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Goodie, Jeffrey L. 
	DoD
	Yes

	LCDR
	Hatch, Arlin
	DoD
	Yes

	LCDR
	McCollum, Andrea 
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Satterfield, William
	DoD
	Yes

	LCDR
	Saydah, Sharon
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Sharma, Andrea
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Smith, Michael 
	FDA
	Yes

	LCDR
	Stansberry, John 
	NIH
	Yes

	LCDR
	Vagi, Sara 
	CDC
	Yes

	LCDR
	Wally, Jeremy
	FDA
	Yes

	LCDR
	Xu, Fei 
	FDA
	Yes

	LCDR
	Yip, Fuyuen 
	CDC
	Yes

	LT
	Freeland, Amy L. 
	CDC
	Yes

	LT
	Green, Seth
	DoD
	Yes

	LT
	Koers, Erin
	CDC
	Yes

	LT
	Lu, Xiaowu
	HHS
	Yes

	LT
	Myers, Todd
	DoD
	Yes

	LT
	Pamboukian, Ruiqing
	FDA
	Yes

	LT
	Rivera, Luz
	FDA
	Yes

	LT
	Steele, Matthew
	FDA
	Yes

	LT
	Sydnor, Charlene 
	NIH
	Yes


1) Call to Order and Welcome: CDR Matthew Newland
· Email LCDR Tegan Boehmer (tboehmer@cdc.gov) for roll call on the day of the call.
· Mute your phones when not speaking (press *6 if you do not have a mute button)

· Do not place the conference call line on hold.
2) Report from the CPO: CAPT Sharon Williams-Fleetwood 
· Furlough Determination:  On our April SciPAC call there was some confusion regarding the possible furlough status of Corps officers.  During that week, many officers were concerned about the potential government shut down and their furlough status.  A number of officers voiced their concerns related to their active duty status.  The Surgeon General communicated to all Corps officers that they would remain on “active duty” but stated the agencies would determine which of the three categories their officers should be placed in.  Fortunately, a government shutdown was averted.  To better understand the new determinations for officers, the OSG is conducting a review of the decisions and rationale.    

· Billets:  We are now almost 4 months into the Scientist standard billets launch.  We have contacted most of our officers to facilitate the initiation and completion of this process for the category.  However, we still have a few officers that have not started or completed their part of the process.  These officers have limited time remaining to be responsive before administrative actions may have to be taken.  The Surgeon General, Deputy Surgeon General, and the Chief of Staff are being updated on our progress.  The overall status across the categories is that the Therapists are done and all but possibly two categories are working to enter standard billets into the Billet Collection System.  Multidisciplinary billets will launch in the near future.

· 2010 COERs:  One goal of the new COER instrument was that it accurately reflect officers’ strengths and areas for improvement.  The overall COER data was evaluated and indicated that there was a shift in the average scores.  Although the average scores did shift that majority of officers still received exceptional ratings on their COERS.  Therefore, the recommendations include that training and education are needed to fully utilize the new COER as intended and that officers will play a critical role in that culture change. The data from this evaluation will be available once finalized.

· Compensatory Policy Advisory Board (CPAB) update:  The CPAB is reconvening and will meet in May.  This board will review and propose efforts related to special pay.  Updates will be provided in the future, as appropriate.

· Accountability Structure:  Management positions for the new Commissioned Corps Accountability Structure will be announced this summer.  The new management selected will use the accountability structure work group reports to implement operations.

· CC Liaison to the ASH:  RADM Penny Slade-Sawyer is our new Commissioned Corps Liaison to the Assistant Secretary for Health.  She will assist with coordination between the ASH and the OSG.

· CPO update:  CAPT Scott Gaustad (IHS/Phoenix) is the new Chief Therapist Officer.  He is replacing the out-going Therapist CPO, CAPT Karen Siegel, now at FDA.

3) Report from the Chair: CDR Matthew Newland
· Please keep CAPT Tim Nelle and LCDR James Kenney in your thoughts and prayers.

· USPHS Symposium: The HHS travel policy for the 2011 USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium is currently in the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, pending approval.
· Frocking Policy Revisions: The PAC Chairs are revising the Frocking Policy Document. One of the revisions requested is to provide examples from other military services (e.g., Air Force) that currently have a frocking policy in place for their senior officers.  CAPT Sheila Merriweather has provided the original documents used to develop the USPHS policy as well as examples from other branches in DoD. 

· There is a proposal in discussion for recommending pay equivalence for specific professions in PHS with those in DoD.  Details on this will be presented during the May PAC Chairs’ call.

· During the May PAC Chair’s call, CDR Thomas Pryor will provide an update on the Associate Recruiter Program and CAPT Sheila Merriweather will provide an update on the formation of a Senior Officers’ Advisory Group.

· Thank you to CDR Karon Abe for leading the SciPAC calls in March and April.

4) Report from Vice Chair: CDR Karon Abe
· No report
5) Subcommittee Reports

a. Awards: LCDR James Kenney; Co-chair, LCDR Minglei Cui
· The appointed award review committee is still in the process of reviewing the nomination packets for the Junior and Senior Scientist Officer of the Year Awards, which will be presented during Category Day at the USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium in June.

b. Career Development: LCDR Sally Hu; Co-chair, LT Charlene Sydnor
· We are working on the training notes from last month’s Q&A retirement session for inclusion in the June SciPAC meeting minutes.  

· The Officer Basic Course (OBC) was canceled for the month of April.  The next OBC is scheduled from May 7–20, 2011. The graduation ceremony will be on May 20, 2011.  We will send an officer from our subcommittee to the May OBC graduation ceremony to greet any Scientist graduates if there are any. 

· We are in the process of arranging another SciPAC training session. Please stay tuned for more details.  

· The Handbook Team completed the update to the Readiness section of the SciPAC handbook. The new version was recently posted on our website. Many thanks go to LT Zewde Demissie for her efforts in updating this section and working with OFRD as well as LCDR Paul Seo to make sure the information we supply to SciPAC is accurate.  LT Zewde is also updating the Officer Basic Course and Training sections of the Handbook.  The OBC section is currently under review by LCDR Mary McCormick of the Commissioned Officer Training Academy (COTA). We hope to have the OBC section posted on the website soon. We are continuing to work on the Training section. 

· At last month’s meeting, the Handbook Team requested volunteers to help update the Officership section of the handbook. We received a number of responses from junior officers; however, we were advised to select a Senior officer for this role, preferably an O-6.  As such, the handbook team is seeking assistance from an O-5 or O-6 officer to help update the Officership section of the SciPAC Handbook.

c. Category Day: LCDR Matt Murphy; Co-chair, CDR Rachel Avchen
· The Category day agenda is available online: http://www.phscofevents.org/agenda/ag_glanceSelect.cfm
· SciPAC Social Event: The year we are having a joint Category Day social event with the PhysicianPAC on the Steamboat Natchez. You can choose to sample some fine South Louisiana cuisine with a bit of jazz and dancing or just hop on the boat and shake it out on the water. To make a reservation for the Social Event, please visit the following website: www.neworleanssteamboat.com/2011/usphs/reserve.htm
· Note: The Social Event registration website may not work properly on US government computers.

· Remember to book your hotel room now, if you haven’t already. The conference hotel rate of $131 per night (plus applicable taxes) is available until 5 PM (Central) on May 24, 2011. The federal per diem rate is available from June 14–29, 2011. 

·  Sheraton New Orleans Hotel, 500 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130
· Reservation link: http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/usphs
· We are still awaiting a decision regarding the HHS Travel Memo.
· Early bird registration likely to be extended (it was originally through May18, 2011); however no further extensions are expected. Register at: http://www.phscofevents.org/registration.cfm
d.  Mentoring: CDR Boris Aponte; Co-chair, CDR Mark Methner
· The Mentoring Subcommittee met for the second time since it was expanded.

· We are currently polishing the survey instrument to be used as a needs assessment. This is an important step for restructuring the mentoring activities.  

· The survey will be implemented via the SciPAC listserv, and all scientist officers will be invited to participate.

e. Policy Review: CDR Ryan Novak; Co-chair, LCDR Fuyuen Yip
· We received no requests for policy document review during April 2011.

f. Recruitment, Retention & Readiness: CAPT Michael Murry; Co-chair, LCDR Paul Seo
· As of the beginning of May 2011, there are a total of 304 Scientist officers on board

· 16 Officers listed as “exempt”
· 24 Officers listed as “not qualified” as follows: O6=14, O5=8, O4=2
· Not including exempt officers, our category is 91.7% qualified

· Of the 304 Scientist officers: 127 are at CDC, 64 are at FDA, and 36 are at DoD.
· Our main activities this month included developing a standard operating procedure to respond to Scientist-specific Facebook inquiries and reviewing a recruiting document.  We have polled the subcommittee members for input on the Facebook SOP.  The biggest challenge seems to be finding a way to ensure someone is always able to respond and to take the lead in developing our response in a timely manner.  We have been through three versions of the SOP and the process is nearly complete.  

·  The other activity has been giving feedback on a brochure titled “Best Kept Secrets” intended for use in recruiting behavioral health professionals to USPHS.  This project is an inter-category project with input mostly coming from psychologists in the Scientist and Health Services categories.  We have solicited review by the psychologists on our subcommittee.  That process will be concluded in the next 10 days.  

· CAPT Dean Coppola and representatives of Booz Allen Hamilton, the marketing firm that works on various recruitment activities, have contacted us about meeting later this month to review recruiting activities and programs and how we may work more closely with the Division of Commissioned Corps Recruitment.  

g. Rules and Membership: CDR Karon Abe
· The Rules and Membership Subcommittee submitted a proposal to the SciPAC Executive Board to have five current voting members (three with their current term ending in 2011 and two with their current term ending in 2012) extend their current term by one year so that we can restore the balance of having one-third (1/3) of the voting membership turn over each year.  The SciPAC voting members approved the proposal.  An email request was sent to current voting members and names of volunteers were selected from a hat by an unbiased individual.

· CDR Karon Abe, CDR Boris Aponte, and CDR Wei Guo will serve a four-year term ending in August, 2012.
· LCDR Judy Facey and LCDR James Kenney will serve a four-year term ending in August, 2013.

· 2011 Call for SciPAC Membership will go out at the end of next week with a two-week turn-around time.  We will have 7 slots available, 6 slots for Commissioned Corps officers and one slot for a Civilian Servant.  Commissioned Corps and Civil Service scientists interested in serving are encouraged to self-nominate.  Interested individuals will need to submit 3 items:

· Current curriculum vitae (CV) summary page

· One-page cover letter describing their SciPAC activities and interest
· SciPAC self-nomination form signed by the nominee and his/her supervisor 

· The next Rules and Membership subcommittee meeting will be June 10, 2011 at 10 am to discuss the voting member nominations.  

· Subcommittee SOPs are due by July 1, 2011.

h. Science: LCDR Yi Zhang

· I received more data on PHS Scientist officer allocation to add to our article.  I am currently revising the draft of the article based on the comments received during our last meeting.

· I received and answered six requests for information about joining the Commissioned Corps from the public, including post-docs, graduate students, and civilian employees.  

i. Visibility: CDR Nisha Robbins; Co-Chairs, LCDR Matthew Breiding, LCDR Fei Xu
· The Scientist Newsletter went to the Editorial Board for review and should be coming out on May 15, 2011.

·  We would like to remind members to submit article suggestions and family photographs to CDR Carma Ayala for the Scientist Newsletter.

·  LCDR Emily Streeter is developing the Scientist poster to be displayed at the USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium in New Orleans.     

j. Website: CDR Danice Eaton, Co-chair, CAPT Cynthia Striley
· Last month, I reported that Office of Commissioned Corps Force Management (OCCFM) is renewing efforts to create a standard template for all PACs to use for their websites. OCCFM indicated they would be forming a subcommittee with representation across the PACs to provide guidance on this effort.  To date, we have not had additional communication from OCCFM about this. The Website Subcommittee will meet next week to discuss the website transition and other subcommittee business.

6) Liaison Reports

a. Billet Transformation: LCDR Judy Facey
· We are still trying to reach the last few people who have not responded to the billet transformation request.  Thank you to those officers who took appropriate action after being contacted.
b. COF: CAPT Timothy Nelle
· As of May 1, 2011, our balance is $2,961.42. 
· We have an inventory of 99 coins and 51 T-shirts.
c. COA: CDR Sara Newman
· No report
d. JOAG: LCDR Robin Toblin
· Updates regarding the USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium:

· The JOAG room share program is available for those officers who want to share a room.

· JOAG will hold a meet and greet general meeting from 6–8 PM on Sunday before the Symposium (May 19, 2011). This will be held at the conference hotel. 
· There will be a JOAG Social on Wednesday night (May 22, 2011) at Pat O'Brien's. Lookout for more details on the JOAG listserv.

· There will be PHS merchandise for sale. T-shirts can be pre-ordered.

· Regional Meet and Greet meetings are occurring all over the country. These will be announced on the 1st and 15th of each month via the JOAG listserv.

· The next Journeyman series is on Friday, May 13, 2011 at 1300 EDT.

· More information can be found at: www.usphs.gov/corpslinks/joag.

e. PSYPAG: LCDR Richard Schobitz
· PsyPAG has been asked by OCCO to review recruiting materials for Mental Health Professionals.  We have reviewed draft website recruitment related content and the "Best Kept Secrets" brochure and are providing feedback.

· PsyPAG is working with the Physician Assistant Professional Advisory Group, Social Work Professional Advisory Group, and Veterinarian PAC to examine specialty pay issues and advocacy.

· PsyPAG DoD Special Interest Group (SIG) held its second meeting. It was very well attended and included both psychologists and social workers. A number of issues were covered and the meeting was also attended by the DoD/PHS liaison.  The next meeting of the DoD SIG is scheduled for May 18, 2011 at 1200 EDT.  The dial in number for the meeting is: 1-877-691-9937; pass code: 4549026.

· An awards committee has been formed to evaluate the Psychologists of the Year award packages. We anticipate announcing the recipient at the June PsyPAG meeting.

· Our next PsyPAG general meeting is scheduled for June, 1 2011 at 1200 EDT. Call in number is: 1-877-691-9937; pass code: 4549026.
7) Other Business, Questions, Comments
· LT Todd Meyers announced that he received personnel orders to become a “regular” officer via notification in his eOPF on May 2, 2011.  He (along with about 20 other Scientist officers) was on the first list sent to the Senate for confirmation submitted in February 2011. After the list was confirmed in early March 2011, he received feedback from DHS and sent in his Oath of Office. He expects a hard copy of the personnel orders to follow at his home or office address. 
· LT Matthew Steele mentioned that he has not received any email notification about billets.  CDR Newland clarified that if he is currently in a multidisciplinary billet than he is okay because those have not been sent yet.
· CAPT Adekoya asked what the SciPAC funds are typically used for.  CDR Newland mentioned that the money is used to purchase plaques for the Scientist of the Year awards and gifts for retiring officers.  Occasionally SciPAC offers support to junior officers to attend the USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium.  
· LCDR Marco Bennett asked a question about the recent Personnel Operations Memorandum (POM) as it related to wearing the Battle Dress Uniform (BDU).  CDR Newland commented that according to the POM, officers are allowed to wear the BDU uniform one day a week. CAPT Williams-Fleetwood confirmed that one day per week is allowed.  The POM is available on the homepage of the CCMIS website: http://dcp.psc.gov/.
8) Closing Remarks: CDR Matthew Newland

· CAPT Williams-Fleetwood thanks all the Scientists officers for the great job that you do.  Continue to keep up the great work.
NOTE: Next meeting Tuesday, June 7, 2011 @ 1100–1300 EDT
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